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tain the belief that, while the original ancestors of the
Dakota race might have formed a tribe or portion of a
tribe of the roving sons of Tartary, whom they resemble
in many essential respects, the Algics, on the other hand,
may be descended from a portion of the ten lost tribes of
Isracl, whom they also resemble in many important par-
ticulars.

Of this latter stock only can I speak with any certainty.
I am fully aware that the surmise which is here advanced
is not new, but is one which has already elicited much dis-
cussion ; and although later writers have presented it as
an exploded idea, yet I cannot refrain from presenting the
ideas on this subject which have gradually inducted them-
selves into my mind.

Boudinot and other learned writers, having at their com-
mand the books and observations on the Indian tribes
which have been published from time to time since their
first discovery, and possessing an intimate knowledge of
Biblical history, have fallen into the same belief, and
from a mass of book information they have been enabled
to offer many able arguments to prove the Red Race of
America descendants of the lost tribes of Israel. T have
never had the advantage of seeing or reading these books,
and only know of their existence from hearsay, and the
casual remarks or references of the few authors I have
been enabled to consult. The belief which I have now ex-
pressed has grown on me imperceptibly from my youth,
ever since I could first read the Bible, and compare with it
the lodge stories and legends of my Indian grandfathers,
around whose lodge fires T have passed many a winter
evening, listening with parted lips and open ears to their
interesting and most forcibly told tales.

After reaching the age of maturity, I pursued my in-
quiries with more system, and the more information I
have obtained from them—the more I have become ac-



